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Clemson 
records 
probe 
advances 
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A lawsuit filed against 
Clemson University by a 
former top school official 
has been dismissed, but au
thorities told The Green
ville News that a criminal in
vestigation is moving 
ahead to determine if lUli
versity records were ille
gally removed when the of
ficialleft the tmiversity. 

'TIle State Law Enforce
ment Division said Mon
day the investigation, relat
ed to Eugene Trou1man, 
Clemson's former board 
secretary, is "ongoing." 
SLED spokeswomanJenn
ifer Tunmons said it 
wouldn't be appropriate to 
disclose additional details. 
The request for SLED to in
vestigate came from 13th 
Circuit Solicitor Bob Ariail, 
she said. 

Troutman's attorney, 
Joel Collins of Columbia, 
told The News, "I have 
heard from Solicitor Ariail, 
but I do not wish to com
ment aboutthe matter until 
it is concluded." 

Collins had written 
Ariail, the Greenville C011Jl.. 

ty sheriff and local magis
trates, saying Clemson's 
lawyers had refused to as
sure Troutman they 
wouldn't seek an indict
ment, arrest warrant or 

search warrant for his 
home because of 14 boxes 
of documents he took with 
him when he left the uni
versity. 

Collins said in the letter 
Troutman ultimately re
turned his boxes of docu
ments to avoid a protracted 
legal batile butwas told in a 

telephone 
call that 
Clemson 
could still 
"proceed in 
any fash
ion," giving 
Troutman 
and his wife 
cause for 

Troutman concern. 
He was 

confident, Collins said, that 
Troutman's removal of 
Clemson records wasn't 
only legal but explicitly ap
proved by the university's 
general counsel, in keep
ing with school policy and 
common practice for de
parting employees. 

The issue spun out ofthe 
court case involvingTrout
man, a Clemson alumnus 
who sued the university 
over his termination in 
2007. Troutman alleged in 
the lawsuit, filed in U.S. 
District Court, that he lost 
his job in part because he 
spoke out about "exces-
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sive" salary increases giv
en to some university ad
ministrators. 

Afederal judge lastweek 
dismissedTroutman's suit 

Troutman, according to 
court records, alleged he 
was terminated from his 
job and defamed as the re
sult of exercising his con
stitutional rights of free
dom ofspeech, guaranteed 
by the First Amendment, 
to speak out "within the 
public institution about 
matters of public concern." 

U.S. Senior District 
Judge Matthew Perry Jr., 
in a 12-page opinion and or
der, clismissed Troutman's 
case against Clemson, 
agreeing with defense at
torneys who argued that 
the school is an arm of the 
state and irnmlUle from 
such litigation. 

'We are pleased with the 
judge's decision and recog
nize that while this does 

not end the case, it con
firms the university's posi
tion from the outset," 
Cathy Sams, Clemson's 
chief public affairs officer, 
said in a statement 

Collins said Troutman 
hasn't decided if he will aIr 
peal. He said Troutman is 
pursuing a defamation 
claim against Clemson's 
former board chairman. 

Thomas Bright, a Green
ville lawyer representing 
Clemson, said the universi-
ty's counterclaim against 
Troutman also is pending. 

Troutman alleged in his 
suit against Clemson that 
increases in tuition and 
fees at the university we
ren't justified by cuts in 
state appropriations and 
that trustees "hoarded" 
cash from tuition increases 
to build an unrestricted $80 
million ftmd. 

TIle trustees and school 
officials denied any wrong

.doing. 
They said in court filings 

that Troutman improperly 
circumvented the trustees' 
policy manual by reorga~ 
nizing the Internal Audit

ing Division and said he 
failed to establish and 
maintain effective working 
relationships with mem
bers of the board, faculty 
representatives and the ad
ministration. 

Perry in 2008 refused to 
dismiss the suit, causing 
Clemson to go to the 4th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap
peals, which last year re
fused to side with the uni
·versity. It sent the issue of 
whether the school is im
mune from such lawsuits 
back to Peny to decide. 

Court records show 
Clemson's lawyers argued 
that the school, as an arm 
of the state, wasn't a "per
son" subject to the suit and 
that it was protected from 
liability according to the 
doctrine of sovereign im
munity under the 11th 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Collins called Clemson's 
argument an "insult," say
ing the schpol is a munici
pal corporation and argued 
in another court case 10 
years ago that it was inde
pendent of the state. 


